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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-8 are allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Fujiwara (US 5,880 J85) discloses a picture coding apparatus for coding a video signal 

by way of total data amount control. 

Sugiyama (US 5,315,326) discloses an efficient coding/decoding apparatus for encoding 
an image signal with a less quantity of codes, 

Kimura (US 2001/0033692 Al) discloses an image change detecting apparatus and image 
change detecting method comprises a differentiating device differentiates twice a value of image 
signal corresponding to a plurality of line-pixels on a single predetermined line, of pixels 
forming a signal static image. 

Neither Fujiwara, Sugiyama, nor Kimura teaches a video-emphasis encoding apparatus 
and method for applying an emphasis processing to an input video signal to obtain a video 
bitstream comprising an emphasis-level setter for setting an emphasis level to the input video 
signal in accordance with at least one factor among control data carried by the input video signal, 
a picture state detected from the input video signal and encoding conditions for the input video 
signal; an emphasizer for applying the emphasis processing to the input video signal at the 
emphasis level to obtain an emphasized video signal; an encoder for encoding the emphasized 
video signal to obtain a video bitstream; and a multiplexer for multiplexing the video bitstream 
and data on the emphasis level as specified in claims 1 and 4. 
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Neither Fujiwara, Sugiyama, nor Kimura teaches a video-deemphasis decoding apparatus 
and method for decoding and applying processing to an input video bitstream comprising: a 
deemphasis-level setter for setting a deemphasis level that matches an emphasis level obtained 
from emphasis-level data carried by the video bitstream to which an input video signal has been 
encoded and emphasized at the emphasis level; a decoder for decoding the input video bitstream 
for reproducing the video signal; and a deemphasizer for applying the deemphasis processing to 
the reproduced video signal at the deemphasis level to obtain a de-emphasized video signal as 
specified in claims 5 and 8. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung T. Vo whose telephone number is (703) 308-5874. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 AM - 3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris. Kelley can be reached on (703) 305-4856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Liformation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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